University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2014-12-25

The Weekly Challenger : 2014 : 12 : 25
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2014 : 12 : 25" (2014). Newspaper collection. 311.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/311

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

2 COMMUNITY: Christmas time

2 COMMUNITY: Message from mayor

8 COMMUNITY: Sigma resurgence

9 COMMUNITY: Gibbs Class of ‘68

The Weekly Challenger











Happy Holidays
The Inaugural Legacy of Love Edition

Sickle Cell
holiday
luncheon

Delta’s
breakfast
with Santa

Breakfast held Dec. 6
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. held
their 33rd Annual Breakfast with Santa Community
Outreach event at the St.
Pete campus of Pinellas
Technical College (PTC).
This extraordinary community building and family-oriented event was designed
to give needy families a
great start to the holiday
season.
Boe Norwood, director
of PTC, volunteered the
college’s culinary class,
which whipped up a savory
and delicious breakfast that
included bacon, eggs, grits,
mini-bagels with cream
cheese and more.
Many children and families receiving assistance
through local agencies, as
well as families throughout
the St. Petersburg community, partook in the warm
and inviting breakfast with
Santa.
See SANTA, page 4

The 7th Annual Toys for Tots Christmas Celebration was held Sat., Dec. 13.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The 7th Annual Toys for
Tots Christmas Celebration was a huge hit this holiday season. Families and
friends gathered at Glad
Tidings Assembly of God,
located at 4200 17th Ave.
N., to not only receive gifts,
but to reconnect with the
real reason for the season –

Jesus.
Princess
Denise
Wright’s Matters of the
Heart Radio and Connecting Point Ministry hosted
the event. For 10 years,
Wright’s nonprofit has
strived to bring the word of
God to those who may
have forgotten his presence in their lives.
Raising three children
as a single parent, she is no
stranger to the hardships

that many families are up
against, especially in the
current economic climate.
“Many times I didn’t
have food in the refrigerator, lights were off, water
was off, car broke down,
getting evicted,” she said.
But while at church
some three decades ago, a
fellow parishioner approached her confessing to
having turned in her name
as a recipient for a food bas-

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ket. “I remember that,”
Wright said. In fact it is this
very type of act of kindness
that has fueled her all these
years to keep giving back.
“Somebody was always
thinking of me, they knew
I needed help.”
Although it’s been a
long time since Wright
needed assistance herself,
each year she gives back,
this year helping more
See MEANING, pages 6

Repairing the black family community forum
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Muhammad Mosque No.
95 held a community
forum entitled “Repairing
the Black Family,” at
Bethel Community Baptist Church, 2901 54th
Ave. S. Sat., Dec. 13.
Members of the panel
included Pastor Robert
Harrison; Jeff Copeland,
executive director, SCLC;
Melissa Newton, president of Westminster

Heights Neighborhood
Association; Ruthie Maynard-Jones, vice president, Childs Park Youth
Athletic Association; Pastor Manuel Sykes, Bethel
Community
Baptist
Church and Chimurenga
Waller of the Uhuru
Movement.
The panelists fielded
questions from the audience before Student
Minster Nuri Muhammad, a representative of
See FAMILY, page 3

L-R, Pastor Manuel Sykes, Ruthie Maynard-Jones
and Melissa Newton



Santa is Chris Calloway
with Neema Pitts.

ST. PETERSBURG – It
wouldn’t feel like the holiday
season without the annual
Sickle Cell Family Christmas
Luncheon, this year held at
the Enoch Davis Center, located at 1111 18th Ave. S.
Those diagnosed with
sickle cell disease and their
families were treated to an afternoon of music, inspirational
messages and of course delicious food. The Sickle Cell
Disease Association – St. Petersburg Chapter sponsored
the event.
Sickle Cell Disease Association of America (SCDAA),
St. Petersburg Chapter Board
Member Melvin Smith was
master of ceremonies and
started it all off with a couple
of jokes and a reminder of
what the holiday season is
truly all about.
“This time of year is the
time we should be giving
thanks and being with our
family,” he said. Each SCDAA
client was invited to the event
and encouraged to bring
guests to partake in the festivities.
More than two million
Americans are estimated to
have the sickle cell trait, with
the Centers for Disease Control estimating some 100,000
Americans living with the actual disease. The condition, alSee SICKLE CELL, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Christmas time is here!

Open letter from the mayor

BY DEXTER MCCREE

As families gather to celebrate the holidays and reflect on a year of successes
and challenges, we wanted
to do the same with our St.
Petersburg Family. Here’s
an overview of some of the
Kriseman Administration’s
accomplishments this past
year. Coming in to office,
there were a number of
challenges facing the city:
from a stalled Pier process
to a stalemate with the
Tampa Bay Rays. From
public amenities to public
safety, our team of 2,700 has
answered our call to create
a city of opportunity in
which every corner of our
community thrives. This
makes us proud and paves
the way for continued
growth and progress.
We hit the ground running, in the first days reopening the Pier to
pedestrian traffic; reaching
an historic agreement with
Pinellas County regarding
funding and deployment of
our emergency medical
services and tightening our
Police Department’s highspeed pursuit policy.
Today, our process for
the Pier has brought together all sides of a contentious issue, and one of
the first acts of 2015 will be
a public, non-binding vote
on recently submitted Pier
designs. We are moving forward with plans to begin
new Pier construction by
2017. Police Chief Anthony
Holloway is building trust
and relationships in our
community with Park, Walk
& Talk and a fiscally responsible budget is moving
us forward with resources
that reflect our priorities.
For example, we invested more than $350,000
additional in housing programs; $175,000 of which
supports a neighborhood
grant program to empower
St. Pete’s people to create
the change they wish to
see.
We’ve
invested
$375,000 in youth employment and early childhood
education resources and
hired three new Codes
Compliance officers to ensure the highest standards
across our city. In total, you
will find more than $825,000
in new investments for our
Neighborhood Affairs Administration.
Over the course of 2014,
we’ve begun to change the
culture of our city, truly
making strides that result in
increased opportunity for
everyone who calls St. Petersburg home. We have
“banned the box” on city
employment applications
which means felons will no
longer have to declare their
criminal history to apply for
a job. Declaration of criminal background is only required for positions with
relevant responsibility. This
means more people in our
community can consider
working for the city as they
work to rebuild their lives.
We also raised the min-

Staff Writer

Christmas time is here. For many families it’s the one time of the year where gifts
and smiles shine as bright as the lights hanging from roof tops and glittering ornaments
on trees. For others, the simplicity of life is gratifying enough. In speaking with a few
people from the community, they were asked to express what Christmas means to them.
Here are the responses.

Angelique
Freeman
“For Christmas I
want to be home
with my mommy.”

Amanda Keys and Romier Prince
“Christmas is a wonderful time
celebrating the birth of Christ.
Christmas is about God
and Jesus and coming
together as family.”

Anna Fowler
“Family is important
during Christmas. We
should spend time
together celebrating
Jesus’ birthday.”

Edward Levy
“Christmas is about the
gift of Jesus.
It’s a time of giving.
Give to others.”

Precious Payne
“Christmas is
a time to spend
with family.
I’m thankful for
all my blessings!”

Jay Coleman
“This Christmas I’m
happy to be back in
Florida from Wisconsin.”
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DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

Deputy Mayor
Dr. Kanika Tomalin

imum wage for city employees to $12.50 an hour.
This is an important
change that reflects our
commitment to every
member of our team earning a living wage that provides for his or her family.
Just this month, our administration announced a
parental leave policy that
applies to mothers and fathers. Now new parents will
receive six weeks of paid
leave while they bond with
their children and focus on
what matters most - family.
We hope employers across
the city follow all of these
examples and increase opportunity in all the ways
they are able.
In other important work
we are raising the profile of
our city on the national and
international stage with
trips to the White House,
Chile and several other
stops to develop important
initiatives and policies such
as an apprenticeship academy, education and international trade.
Our administration has
also had a heavy focus on
education.
In September, in conjunction with the St. Pete’s
Promise Education Initiative, we launched the
Mayor’s Service Learning
Challenge for St. Petersburg-area public schools.
Through this program,
three schools (Lealman,
74th Street Elementary
School and Gibbs High
School) received start-up
funding from the Pinellas
Education Foundation for
student-led service-learning
projects.
In
addition,
through a partnership with
Eckerd College, a pilot
service learning project at
St. Petersburg High School
is planned to launch during
the second semester of the
2014 academic year.
Mayor Kriseman has refocused Mayor’s Mentors
and More, the City’s partnership with the Pinellas
Education Foundation and
Pinellas County Schools. St.
Pete’s Promise is connecting the business community with schools to
increase our community’s
investment of human capital and other resources in
our children.
During my campaign
and throughout our first
year I pledged to do all I can
to create a business-friendly
economy that does as much
for local business as it does

for big national retailers. We
are particularly proud of the
strides we’ve been able to
make in this area. The Mayors Small Business Tours
have taken us to more than
80 local businesses, in
every corner of our community, where we’ve had
the chance to connect with
proprietors and entrepreneurs to better understand
how the City can support
their success. Our pledge is
clear, we want our local
businesses to not only survive, but to thrive – and policy changes have already
happened that are making
things easier for our local
merchants.
Other highlights include partnerships that
are working to transform
our community, one act at
a time. Some of these include:
Work with the 2020 Plan
to create more than 2,000
jobs in the next five years
Development of a
Southside Community Redevelopment Plan (CRA),
which charts the long-term
course for the future of
South St. Petersburg
Universal Curbside Recycling
Kicked off Deuces Live!
Sunday Market
Opened two City Hall
satellite offices at Enoch
Davis Center and Childs
Park YMCA
Funding poverty eradication programs, such as
“Write Field,” and “Read to
Me.”
It has been an extraordinary year working for and
with the people of the Sunshine City. We are well on
our way to realizing our vision of St. Petersburg standing as a city of opportunity
where the sun shines on all
who come to live, work and
play. With all that has been
accomplished, we know
there is much more to be
done. Most importantly, we
know we will only truly accomplish all that’s possible
if we work with the great
people who comprise our
great city. Thanks for all you
have done and will continue
to do to ensure that sun
shines here!
In shared service,

The Weekly Challenger
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Muhammad Mosque No. 95 forum on the black family
From FAMILY, page 1

the Nation of Islam, spoke
about the need for action
and community involvement in light of the recent
unrest caused by shootings of young AfricanAmerican
men
by
policemen.
“This is a vital time for
a crucial subject,” Sykes
said. “We are living in
ver y, ver y difficult times
when there seems to be no
real backlash when an
African-American male is
killed in questionable circumstances and sometimes circumstance that
are not questionable by
white officers.”
He added that a
healthy approach to this
issue is not just fighting
for justice and protesting
in the streets, but taking a
look at what the AfricanAmerican people can do
and
how
they
can
strengthen
themselves
and the relationships in
their own communities to
protect themselves and
even teach themselves
how to survive in this kind
of environment.
“Now is a time where
we have to begin looking
at how we can go about
saving ourselves and our
children, to assure that
this will be somewhat of a
wakeup
call,”
Sykes
said. “There is such a
thing as extinction and it
can jump from the animal
kingdom to the human
family if we’re not careful.”
Student Minister Ali
Muhammad from local
Muhammad Mosque No.
95 said: “We here in the
city of St. Petersburg
found it necessary to come
together as a family to use
our collective mental powers to try to offer our children information. We
cannot just go along to get
along and have our children out here in the countr y without guidance on
how they should behave
according to what is happening to us as a people.”

Ali Muhammad outlined the forum’s program,
which centered around repairing the black family,
discussing why the black
family should be together
in an hour like this, looking at the destruction of
the black home, the black
family and the black community and addressing
these concerns with truth
while raising community
awareness of the knowledge and conduct that is
needed in this time.
He explained the objective is to give guidance to
the residents within the
bay area that desire to
change the existing conditions and to help the men
and women in our community come together in
unity and effect a universal
change.
“I hope we don’t see
ourselves just as local because the world is involved with cr ying out
for justice for us,” Ali
Muhammad stated.
One topic point was
what type of conversation
parents should have with
their children concerning
these recent killings and
verdicts in which young
black men have been the
victims of lethal action
from white police officers
who have been in turn exonerated.
“Police officers are the
most powerful people on
the planet,” Copeland
averred. “They can take
your life from you or they
can take your freedom
from you. That being said,
I teach my children and
other children when you
come in contact with the
officers, be respectful. It’s
really ver y hard for anybody to be angr y when a
person’s respectful to
them…No matter how
loud or aggressive you
speak, they’re in control.”
Newton echoed the
sentiment of showing respect as a way of not allowing a situation to escalate.

“I have three boys and
I always tell them be respectful to the law when
they stop you,” she
said. “Don’t have an attitude, because they can
come with an attitude and
you don’t want that attitude. Think about going
home safely. Soon as they
stop you think about,
‘What do I need to do to
get out of this situation?’
You don’t need to use
force, just have a good attitude.”
Maynard-Jones added
that the “thing that you
still have to do is to remain
focused” in such a situation and not view the officer as an adversar y so
that the law enforcement
official will not see you in
that way as well.
“Even though in your
gut you feel like you’re
being profiled or what
have you,” she said, “the
thing is to not escalate the
situation,” adding you can
have your voice later on
when you can communicate about the injustices,
and how they can be
stopped.
Copeland addressed
the need to reestablish a
sense of brotherhood and
sisterhood within the community, lamenting that far
too often there’s a sense of
mistrust among African
Americans.
“We always second
guess one another,” he
said. “The problem starts
with us, we’re not investing in each other and
trusting each other as we
trust outsiders that come
along that we don’t even
know.”
Audience member Dr.
Chris Warren, a professor
at St. Petersburg College,
said he was disheartened
by the obvious lack of
young people on hand at
the several forums he’s attended. Pastor Martin
Rainey followed up by stating, “If our children are
unhealthy, let’s talk to the

L-R, Toriano Parker, Robert Harrison, Chimurenga Waller,
Melissa Newton, Nuri Muhammad, Ruthie Maynard-Jones,
John Muhammad, Rev. Manuel Sykes and Ali Muhammad.
parents! If mom and daddy
do not have any skills of
raising children, then the
same things are going to
happen. It’s like being on a
treadmill—running and
going nowhere!”
Newton expressed the
importance of young people establishing a solid
communication with law
enforcement officials.
“I tr y to have the children in our neighborhood
involved in ever y event
that we take a part of,” she
said. I invite the police officers, have the children
talk with the police officers, talk with the firefighters and form some
kind of communication
with them. I have to get
these kids to understand
and the police officers to
understand that we all
have to work together.”
Added Maynard-Jones:
“The youth voice carries a
lot of weight and they
trust us as adults to make
their wishes unfold. We
want them to know that
their opinions are important and they’re valued.
We need to listen to them
and those challenges that
they’re facing.”
Waller said that many
times people assume that

the youth don’t have an
understanding of what’s
going on in society, but he
witnessed firsthand the involvement of the young
people in Ferguson, Mo.
after Michael Brown was
shot and killed.
“I went to Ferguson
on August 30 to the national day of protest,” he
explained, “and a lot of
young people were in that
march. And I was struck
how the young people
were articulating what was
going on in Ferguson.”
Waller promoted his
concept for “black community control” of the police
and called for a “deconstruction” of the current
relationship between the
African-American community and the police department.
“We have control over
the police—who is hired in
the black community, who
is fired, who is investigated—so that we can deconstruct this colonial
relationship,” he said,
“this relationship of occupying army to colonial
subject in our community,
that’s what black community control of the police
means. You deconstruct
that relationship then you

will see the Michael
Browns stop happening.”
Edie Darling, a retired
Pinellas County law enforcement official and current radio show host,
warned against fostering an
“us versus them” mentality.
“We cannot do that!”
she said. “We have to
come together and have a
conversation.”
Student Minster Nuri
Muhammad closed out the
forum and expressed that
this is a crucial time that
demands involvement.
“We have reached a
point right now where we
are sick and tired of being
sick and tired,” he said.
“And when we reach that
level of dissatisfaction,
change is guaranteed to
come!”
Nuri
Muhammad
stressed the importance of
forums such as this one to
dispense “nuggets of
knowledge” and “jewels of
wisdom” in hopes of the
overall improvement of
the community.
“That’s why we’ve got
to have programs like
these,” he stated. “It’s up
to us to save ourselves.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Request for St. Petersburg’s SUAC
ST. PETERSBURG – St.
Petersburg’s Sustainable
Urban Agriculture Coalition (SUAC) is seeking
Board of Directors applicants for two-year terms.
Of interest to us are persons passionate about the
Growing Local Foods
Movement and who have
skills to contribute.
We would welcome applications from those with
skills in non-profit administration, legal, event planning, recruiting, grant
writing, secretarial, com-

munications and marketing.
We seek gender balance, along with racial, ethnic, and age diversity. If
you know of someone who
you think would be an asset
on our SUAC Board of Directors, please let us know
the person’s name and contact information (self submissions are accepted).
For an Application
Form please email Suely
Bradford at suelybradford69@gmail.com, and return the completed form to

her.
For futher information
contact Bill Bilodeau (727)
488-3163
or
email
bbilodeau40@gmail.com
Applications are due by
January 17, 2015.
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St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority give back
From SANTA, page 1

The sisters reached out
to churches and daycares
to find deserving families.
Through their heavily advertising campaign, the
Deltas were able to treat
over 360 guests to an early
Christmas.
The jubilee had outgrown previous locations,
one of which was the Pinellas County Job Corps facility. This year the Deltas
were prepared to entertain
on a grand scale, and they
did just that.
The sisters pulled out
all the stops this year. The
halls were decked with five
Christmas trees, a large
stocking, baubles and garland galore. “It was ver y
Christmassy and we’re
appreciative to PTC for
making our day so memorable,” said co-chair of the
event soror Gloria Flakes.
Activities, entertainment and music saturated
the wintr y celebration.
The holiday festivities included games for children
ages two through 12, face
and nail painting, a chess
setup, lawn darts, bean

bag toss, bike raffle,
Christmas gift shop, free
popcorn and more. The
pictures with Santa were a
huge success; both Santa
and Mrs. Claus were in attendance.
The presents, as well as
the raffled bicycles, were
donated by the alumnae
chapter. One by one, the
children selected the gifts
placed under the tree;
their eyes reflected an almost magical quality.
“They got to choose whatever they wanted,” Flakes
said of the children, all of
whom were on the “nice”
list.
Joyful tunes, fun and
fanfare filled every crevice
of the room as the DJ spun
his music, creating a sense
of goodwill toward all
within earshot. Praise
groups, a saxophonist,
dance groups and solo acts
were all on hand to entertain the crowd. The acts
and artists lavishly doted
over the children, skillfully
taking turns wielding their
expertise to create new
memories for each child.

For over 50 years, the
St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority has been
active in the community
raising awareness, encouraging academic excellence
and supporting economic
development. They are
committed to empowering
the youth of St. Pete by offering academic scholarships to those who are
college bound and exhibit
strong leadership skills.
The Pinellas County
School Board’s scholarship program uses the
sorority as a mechanism to
distribute funds to the deser ving high school students who meet their
qualifications and exhibit
potential and aptitude.
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. currently has
1,000 collegiate and alumnae chapters located in the
United States, England,
Japan (Tokyo and Okinawa), Germany, the Virgin Islands, Bermuda, the
Bahamas, Jamaica and the
Republic of Korea.

Together
Forever

Aug. 7, 1933

May 24, 2006

Sept. 16, 2005

July 3, 1935

Richard “Big Daddy” Lawton
Helen Lawton
We All Miss You, Love Your Children, Grandchildren and Family
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Holiday toy drive all about Jesus
From MEANING, page 1

than 25 families to have a
Merry Christmas. Bags filled
with toys and gift cards were
handed out by students at St.
Petersburg College to the
families in attendance. Those
that couldn’t make it had
theirs hand delivered at a
later time.
Before the giveaway
though, motivational speaker
Corey Thornton loosened up
the event with some hip-hop
music of his own making.
The catchy beat of “I love
Jesus” echoed throughout
the fellowship hall with
Thornton announcing each
family would receive a copy.
Inspired by his faith in
the Lord, Thornton wants
others to remember that
“Jesus is the reason for the
season,” and forget about
jumping into the commercial
nature of Christmas and instead to pay respect to Jesus
and the real reason for the
holiday.
“God will take care of you
all and whatever need you
are lacking in your life,” said
Thornton who believes those
who truly give themselves to
the Holy Spirit will be taken
care of when they need it the
most. “As long as you keep
your eyes on him, no matter

what’s going on you will be
covered.”
Wright’s
daughter,
Cheryl Parker Smith, was
mistress of ceremonies and
wholeheartedly agreed. Part
of the school system, Smith
believes anything that needs
to be done to reach today’s
youth should be top priority.
That includes spreading the
word of God.
“Christmas isn’t just another holiday,” she said pointing out that during this time
of the year people tend to give
more. She cautioned that focusing on receiving gifts
takes away from its true
meaning. “It’s not all about
the presents; it’s about giving
of yourself and families coming together.”
The program continued
with those in attendance stepping up to the microphone to
share why “Jesus is the reason for the season.” Timid at
first, women spoke of their
love for the Lord. Sherese
Walls, who Wright joked was
a “young minister in the making” had no trouble with her
words. The mother of five
thanked God that she could
just see another day and
enjoy time with her family
and friends around.

“It’s just about being able
to know that you’re blessed,”
said Walls who was having a
great time listening to the inspirational music and participating in the share out.
“When you feel all alone, like
no one is on your side, God
is right there,” continued
Walls who emphasized He
may not come when we
want, but he’s always on
time.
Wright encouraged others to stop and listen to
God’s message, to find that
something they were destined to do or become. “Unfortunately, many people
don’t know how to make that
connection to find out what
they should be doing,” she
said.
Families in need of help
were found through word of
mouth, announcements on
her radio show that airs on
WRXB and social workers
referring their clients to
Wright.
“Sometimes they will
send me messages through
email saying, ‘I know a family, I know somebody who’s
having a hard time, would
you be able to help them,’”
Wright said. She turns down
no one.

Her nonprofit holds four
events each year. Just a few
short weeks ago 118 families
were blessed with food baskets and gift cards. About
300 individuals were also
treated to a Thanksgiving
dinner.
Sponsorship from local
businesses are always
needed to pull off the events
that Wright holds. For the
Thanksgiving dinner small
businesses such as the St.
Pete Meat House and Coquina Key Meat donated
food, while Wal-Mart and
Publix donated gift cards.
“They’re used to us asking for this or that,” Wright
said of the 30 or so businesses that gave this holiday

season, “and they always say,
‘Oh yeah, I’ll help you.’”
If in need of inspiration,
motivation, or just to hear
the word of God, check out
Matter of the Heart Radio
Ministry every third and
fourth Saturday from 1 - 1:30

p.m. You can also view a live
internet streaming by logging on to www.wrxb.us or
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email her at hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

CONNECT
WITH US!

Nov. 1, 1964

Feb. 12, 2011

Lacey Kirk Shirley, Jr.
We can still hear your smile, keep dancing!

December, 1918

Willie Mae “Dear” Johnson
We honor and love you ~ Family

July, 2011

Oct. 12, 1951

Dec. 21, 2012

Jeffrey D. Winans
Beloved Husband, Father and Best Friend

August, 1954

July, 2005

Michael Simons
Love Mattie, Lamar, Kiki, Grandkids, Family
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Annual Sickle Cell Family Christmas Luncheon
From SICKLE CELL page 1

though present in Hispanic
Americans and those from
Mediterranean countries, occurs in about 1 in 12 African
Americans.
SCDAA Board Member
Milton Bailey gave the invocation and grace. He reminded those in attendance
to not forget what they really
are celebrating with the
Christmas holiday.
“Our lives can never reflect what they truly ought to
be,” said Bailey who acknowledges that the fast paced lives
people live tend to leave
Christ out. “Our lives would
be so much richer if we could
start our day off with meditation and prayer and asking
for God’s guidance.”
A look back at 2014 may
leave some with an unsavory
taste in their mouths, especially those living with a
chronic disease such as
sickle cell. Times of ups and
downs, difficulties and
heartache, and even times
when life appeared to be unfair, or the struggles and turmoil too much to bear, may
have cropped up way too
often. However, Bailey took a
moment to inspire others to
reassess their dreams for
2015 and to build a better relationship with God so that
they may recognize their
goal and have greater success, instead of struggling on
their own.
“Sometimes we’re moving on our own time and our
own will and God doesn’t
have anything to do with that,
and we wonder why we fail.”
Although the treatment
of sickle cell has seen many
improvements over the
years, average life expectancy for those suffering
from the disease is around
40-50 years of age. Extreme
caution in preventing infections and activities that reduce oxygen in the blood
must always be used, as well
as, a good diet and regular
health maintenance.
Registered Nurse Dawn
Gross works as a sickle cell
screening coordinator at All
Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg and enlisted the
help of patients in sharing a

Sunrise 1960
couple of ways to stay
healthy over the holiday season. Young Matthew told
the families present to stay
warm at all costs. Others
mentioned simple preventatives like drinking plenty of
water, eating healthy and
taking all their medicine.
“All of our kids at All
Children’s know this secret,” said Gross. “That is
confirmation that we’re
doing what we’re supposed
to be doing.”
She directed families to
check out the just released
National Institute of Guidelines. At 160 pages, the document, which discusses
changes in the standard of
care patients with sickle cell
receive, may not be an easy
read, but it may prove helpful when conversing with
doctors as to what types of
tests and medicine would be
most beneficial. It can be
found on the web.
SCDAA St. Petersburg
Chapter President and
Founder Mary Muprh took a
moment to thank all those in
attendance and remind them
of the next support meeting
to take place January 27.
“We expect to see you,”
she said explaining that
coupons for additional gifts
will be given out. “But you
can only get them when you
attend the meetings.”
Muprh also praised the
over 100,000 signatures received in support of sickle
cell research and equipment.
The next step she said is to
write your congressmen and
demand they pass bills that
will help the SCDAA reach

Sunset 2014

Master Sergeant Floyd Lassiter
In loving memory of Floyd,
from his friends and family at Crown Eurocars

June 2, 1921

their goal of obtaining 25
comprehensive centers with
programs instituted around
the nation and of course find
a cure.
“If they can find a way
to cure Ebola in 30 days,
they can find a way to cure
sickle cell,” Muprh said
pointing out that sickle cell
disease doesn’t receive the
same amount of recognition and support that other
diseases such as cancer
and diabetes do.
After guests enjoyed the
performances of Ms. Keke’s
Dance Academy and the
Southside Tabernacle Mime
Dancers they sat down to a
delicious chicken dinner.
Santa’s helpers brought gifts
to all the children associated
with the SCDAA. Afterwards
families were invited to have

their pictures taken with
Santa Claus.
Sickle cell is a disease
that is passed down
through families, in which
the red blood cells take on a
crescent shape, making it
difficult for oxygen to be
carried throughout the
body. Symptoms can come
and go throughout the
years and include episodes
of pain, infections, and
bouts of anemia.
For more information
on the disease, log onto
sicklecelldisease.org, or
check out the local chapter
on facebook.com/SickleCellDiseaseAssociationStPetersburgChapter.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

April 9, 1965

Hubert Fuller
Dad, you are still a source of inspiration,
character, and pride after all these years.
Your children: Pat, Greer, Herb, Terry, & Norvell

Oct. 28, 1944

Dec. 21, 2005

Eddie D. Hill
Love, Natalyn, Blair, Pat & Family.
Be a Light to the World!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475

   





  


SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.

 

ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate


 


 




1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.

Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705



 











• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims

  

TheWeeklyChallenger.com



Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New toys for children and new
blood for fraternity
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Men of the Delta Omicron
Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc. presented four new chapter
members during their inaugural Toy Drive at the Enoch
Davis Center earlier this
month.
Over 60 people came out
to donate two tables stacked
with toys for needy children
in the community who otherwise would not have a gift for
Christmas. The kind endeavor for the holidays is part
of the chapter’s resurgence
under the youthful leadership
of Cedric Ferrell, who has
been groomed as the fraternity president by Jett Jackson.
The Toy Drive culminated

Tues., Dec 23 when the toys
were given away to disadvantaged children at the Enoch
Davis Center by Supervisor
Lynette Buchanan and support staff.
An additional attraction
during the Toy Drive collection were the proud parents
and grandparents who
cheered and watched as four
new fraternity brothers were
officially inducted into the
local Alumni Chapter of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
The young men were
Isaac Walls, Antwan Jackson,
Maurice McClover and
Corey Givens. These four
young men will carry the
torch of blue and white brotherhood and service into the
next half century of the new
millennium.
Ferrell has high hopes for

the resurgence of the fraternity, but realizes it will not all
happen overnight.
“I have a one year plan to
begin to rebuild our chapter
by increasing our membership and servicing the community of St. Pete,” said
Ferrell. He said that the fraternity can recruit young men
with at least 60-credit hours
from the University of South
Florida in Tampa because fraternities are not allowed at the
St. Pete Campus.
The St. Petersburg Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma was
founded by Samuel Kicklighter in 1963. In the ensuing
years, Ferrell and the rest of
the local chapter of Delta
Omicron Sigma look forward
to continued growth and service to the St. Petersburg community.

Together
Forever

April, 1943

December, 2011

Lew Williams
We love and miss you. Arthurene, Brandi & Brandon

March 6, 1914

March 28, 2011

Sept. 9, 1922

March 23, 2010

Deacon Josephus Jolliff
Mrs. Sally Jolliff
Always in our hearts and thoughts. Loving you today, tomorrow and forever more – Your Family

Sept. 29, 1946

Oct. 29, 2004

July 18, 1929

Johnny Boozy, Jr.
We love & miss you, Eileen & Jonathan

Dec. 10, 2012

Vivian Verly Reissland Rouson
We love and miss you~Your family
In Loving
Memory

July, 1937

Jan., 1993

LiliAnn Denmark Crawford
As long as we breath, you live.

July 3, 1926

Sept. 10, 2014

Jan. 5, 1924

Robert Lee Creal, Sr.
Keturah S. Creal
Your family Carlee Creal, son Bobby Creal and Tracey Stovall

Aug. 22, 2005
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs Class of 1968 dance packs Coliseum
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Gibbs Class of 1968
held its annual dance last
Sat., Dec. 20 at the Coliseum Ballroom in downtown St. Pete. More than
500 people came out to celebrate the beginning of the
holiday season and to commemorate more than 39
years of reuniting. Most importantly, the celebration is
a constant reminder of how
far the struggle for civil

Dec. 5, 1945

rights has evolved.
Gibbs graduates of 1968
were the last segregated
class of black high school
students in Pinellas County.
Being one of the most turbulent years of the Civil
Rights Movement, Dr. Martin Luther King and Senator Robert Kennedy were
both assassinated setting
off a string of riots and
protest across the United
States. The war in Vietnam
had entered one of its most
violent periods contrasting
with the war protests start-

Feb. 16, 2003

Sandra Alexis “Sandy” Crawford
We Love and Miss You, Deneen, John and Steve

ing to erupt on college campuses.
This year’s event appears to have come full circle as America once again
finds itself facing a crisis
around procedures in policing minority communities.
However, the abundance of
talented,
professional,
African Americans attending the event provides a
glimpse at a brighter future
ahead for those who stay
the course and fulfill their
dream no matter what obstacles challenge them.

July 5, 1938

May 21, 2004

Joe Holmes, Sr.
Still loving you, Cynthia and the Kids

November, 1923

October, 2003

Doris M. Highsmith
We miss you and love you. Your loving family.

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2014

CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

 



   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   







 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567


 

  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays



 
 



 
  

 

 
  



 

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


 



   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
ON BEHALF OF DR.
JOHN A. EVANS, SR., PASTOR, FIRST LADY TERESA
L. EVANS, CHURCH OFFICAL FAMILY & THE ENTIRE CHURCH FAMILY OF
FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
WE WISH YOU A VERY
“Merry
Christmas,
Happy Kwanzaa & Happy
New Year’s”
“If our Master had to face
impossible tasks, how could
we as His followers be
spared? As a Church this
year, we have been Blessed.
Christmas reminds us that if
God can open a virgins
womb, He can also open

doors for us and He will continue to open doors for ALL
of us. So during this Christmas time I want to take the
time to Give Thanks for
Opening Doors for us this
year. The Doors into the
Greater Mysteries of the
Word, to Reach the Community, Unity within the Church,
and thanking God in advance
for Future doors He will
Open for US Next Year.”
“The Prince is Coming”
JOIN US!
WATCHNIGHT
Dec. 31 ~ 9:45 p.m.
First Messenger – Dr.
Joseph Gordon
Second Messenger – Pas-

tor Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information, please contact
us:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
We are not “live streaming.” Visit Friendship’s Website: www.fmbctheship.net
and click on the pastor’s
image at the top of the page.
Also Visit West Coast
Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.

Church Events for December 2014
Dec. 25-26 - Merry Christmas: church Office Closed
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve:
Watch Night Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn

“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House to the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 am for Sunday School
and at 10:15 am worship service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening,
at 7.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity.
Building a Stronger Congregation and Community to the
Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church invites the com-

munity to come and join us
for our Watchnight Service,
Wednesday December 31st
at 10:00 pm. Help us bring
the New Year in with praises
and joy.
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II
Corinthians 4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org






Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Happy birthday, Jesus!
Hey! It’s Jesus’ birthday
folks and the whole world
knows it. In our wonderful
country, it’s a legal national
holiday. The prefix “holi”
is not understood by some
to mean “holy.” Therefore,
they celebrate Jesus’ birthday as a holiday. Others are
determined to call it “Christmas” without fully understanding the suffix “mas”
means “celebrating Christ”
[Emmanuel; one sent
from God to dwell among
us-Matthew 1:23]. Nevertheless, it is Jesus birthday
that we are celebrating –
neither yours nor mine. So,
come on folks and celebrate.
Since it’s his party, I’m sure
you’ll agree he’s the one to
be honored; not us.
Jesus is our Father God
and creator’s gift to everyone whether we’ve been
naughty or nice. He being
all wise, do not have to
check his list twice. He
knows when we are sleeping. He knows when we’re
awake [He never sleeps or
slumber. He watches over
us night and day. He keeps
us safe from harm-Psalm
121:4].
God knows when we’ve
been bad or good for goodness sake. Nothing is hidden from Him. He knows
the imagination of the intents of the motives in our
hearts [1 Chronicles 29:17].
In receiving the embodiment of Jesus as our Father’s gift to us wrapped in
his mercy, deliverance from
the penalty of our sins,
peace that surpasses our understanding,
joy
that
strengthens us beyond
words to describe it and
made righteous. WOW! All
we have to do is believe and
receive him and his finished
work on the cross. You better watch out though, because Jesus Christ is
coming again to receive us
as his very own. To live with
him forever.
So how did we, as the
Church, get to the point that
on this day, Jesus’ birthday,
has become very stressful?
Regardless of what you call
it adults are fretting over not
having enough toys and
gifts to give to their children
and other loved ones and it’s

not even their birthday. It’s
Jesus’ birthday, we are celebrating folks. Why so many
people today expect to have
a sense of entitlement. Expecting other people to provide their desired gifts
because another child’s
birthday? The Son of God!
Whose birthday are your
children being taught to celebrate? It’s not theirs. What
are you really seeking for as
an adult? Never forget to remember; it’s Jesus’ birthday.
Jesus is a recorded real
and historical person. He’s
not like the fictitious characters people make up in their
minds, such as Superman,
Batman and Robin, Cinderella or Captain Spock.
Has the church gotten that
weak and confused? When
the church wakes up,
clean up, dress up and grow
up, allowing Jesus Christ to
grow big within us, we will
becomes imbued with
power from on high. That is,
the fullness of the Holy
Spirit of God will dwell
within us and we will manifest the mind of Christ that
reasons with him according
to his precepts what our
conclusions in life should be
[Colossians 2:9].
We will then uphold the
truth in righteousness [Ro-

mans 1-8]. Put childish
things behind us and become mature
[1
Corinthians 13:11]. We will
be empowered as the spiritual Body of Jesus Christ;
the church triumph in our
neighborhood, city, state,
nation and the world doing
even greater works in the
earth than our older brother
Jesus accomplished in the
three and a half years He
walked among us.
Mary’s baby’s birthday
is to be celebrated simple
because he was given to us
as our savior and LORD.
Joseph’s son’s birthday is to
be celebrated simple because he matured as the son
of man and God the son.
Jesus the Christ’s birthday
is to be celebrated simple
because he counted it all joy
to please our Father by
freely giving his life as a ransom so we maybe reconciled back to the Father.
Jesus is resting at the
right hand of our Father.
Jesus paid a debt he didn’t
owe. We owed a sin debt we
could not pay. Jesus wiped
all our penalties of our sins
away. The best birthday gift
you can give Jesus, is yourself.
Happy Birthday, Jesus!
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